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What sets one translation apart from another?

For many readers, the difference between translations depends on where 
they land on a spectrum between two seemingly competing ideals: accuracy 
and readability. Some prefer a translation that closely follows the precise 
wording of the original languages. The more precisely word-for-word the 
translation is, the better, even if it’s harder to read. Others see the best 
translation as the one that can be most easily understood. The easier to read, 
the better, even if it doesn’t follow the original languages as closely as others. 

The truth is all translations strive to balance both accuracy and readability; 
to be both faithful to the original languages and clear for modern readers. 
Different translations might lean in one direction or the other, but they all 
share the same goal. 

What if there was another way to set one translation apart from another—one 
that wasn’t focused solely on choosing between accuracy and readability? 
What if you were invited to look over a translator’s shoulder and see how 
they got from the biblical manuscripts to the English text you read? To 
not only see what they believe is the best way to interpret the text, but to 
know why they believe it, and what the other alternatives are. That kind of 
transparency—that sort of accountability—is hard to imagine.

But that kind of accountability is what you find in the New English 
Translation (NET)—and what sets it apart from the rest. 

Introducing the 
New English 
Translation
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Faithful. Clear. Accountable. 
Bible translation usually happens behind closed doors. Few outside the 
translation committee see the complex decisions that inform the words we 
read. The NET’s translation committee took a different approach. Instead of 
doing their work in private, they made every working draft publicly available 
online and invited the world to take part in the vetting process. 

Bible scholars, ministers, and laypersons from around the world—the people 
who would be reading, studying, and teaching from the NET’s pages—logged 
millions of review sessions. They offered suggestions, raised concerns, and 
asked questions to aid the translators in their work. 

But this approach did not stem from a desire to create a “translation by 
concensus.” Instead, it came from a desire for the global church to hold the 
translators accountable. The team filtered every piece of feedback through 
the very best insights from biblical linguistics, textual criticism, and an 
unwavering commitment to follow the text wherever it leads.

This uniquely transparent process resulted in not only a faithful and 
clear translation, but an accountable one, with the most extensive 
set of Bible translators’ notes ever created. More than 60,000 notes 
highlight every major translation decision, interpretive challenge, and 
textual variant, offering you greater insights and understanding. Best 
of all, the entire set of translators’ notes are freely available online at  
NetBible.com, as well as in print in the NET Bible, Full Notes Edition. 

In addition to the notes, NETBible.com features several articles providing 
further commentary on select passages of Scripture, and the complete 
Hebrew and Greek text of the entire Bible to read in parallel. All of these 
features serve the same goal: to help you appreciate not only the NET, but 
every Bible translation. 

“This Bible is a triumph: a straightforward and 
accurate translation that is also elegant.”

PHILIP R. DAVIES (1945–2018)

PROFESSOR EMERITUS, DEPARTMENT OF BIBLICAL STUDIES, THE UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD
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Experience NET Comfort Print®
Every NET Bible is presented in Thomas Nelson’s exclusive NET Typeface, 
created especially for the New English Translation by 2k/denmark a/s.  
Recognizing that the NET represents a true renaissance in Bible translation, 
the designers looked to the Renaissance time period for inspiration. 
While the letterforms reflect the aesthetic and stylistic developments 
characteristic of Renaissance typography, the overall typeface proportions 
benefit from the very best in modern typographic technology. The result is 
a typeface that embodies the NET’s clarity and elegance, and immediately 
communicates this translation’s blend of scholarly excellence, beauty, and 
faithfulness to the sources.

Take Up and Read
With its balanced, easy-to-understand English text and a transparent 
translation process that invites you to see for yourself the richness of 
the biblical languages, the NET is a translation you can embrace as your 
own. Clear, readable, elegant, and accurate, the NET presents Scripture 
as meaningfully and powerfully today as when these words were first 
communicated to the people of God.

Our prayer is that the NET will be a fresh and exciting invitation to you—
and Bible readers everywhere—to “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly” 
(Colossians 3:16).

PhiliPPians
Salutation

1  From  Paul  and Tim o thy,  slaves  of 
 Christ  Jesus,  to  all  the  saints  in  Christ 

 Jesus  who  are  in Phi lip pi,  with  the over­
seers  and dea cons. 2  Grace  and  peace  to 
 you  from  God  our Fa ther  and  the  Lord 
 Jesus  Christ!

Prayer for the Church
3  I  thank  my  God ev ery  time  I re mem­
ber  you. 4  I al ways  pray  with  joy  in  my 
ev ery  prayer  for  all  of  you 5 be cause  of 
 your par tic i pa tion  in  the gos pel  from 
 the  first  day un til  now. 6  For  I  am  sure  of 
 this  very  thing,  that  the  one  who be gan 
 a  good  work  in  you  will per fect  it un til 
 the  day  of  Christ  Jesus. 7  For  it  is  right 
 for  me  to  think  this  about  all  of  you, be­
cause  I  have  you  in  my  heart,  since  both 
 in  my im pris on ment  and  in  the de fense 
 and con fir ma tion  of  the gos pel  all  of  you 
be came part ners  in  God’s  grace to geth­
er  with  me. 8  For  God  is  my wit ness  that 
 I  long  for  all  of  you  with  the af ec tion 
 of  Christ  Jesus. 9  And  I  pray  this,  that 
 your  love  may  abound  even  more  and 
 more  in knowl edge  and ev ery  kind  of 
in sight 10  so  that  you  can de cide  what 
 is  best,  and  thus  be sin cere  and blame­
less  for  the  day  of  Christ, 11  filled  with 
 the  fruit  of righ teous ness  that  comes 
 through  Jesus  Christ  to  the glo ry  and 
 praise  of  God.

 Ministry as a Prisoner
12  I  want  you  to  know, broth ers  and sis­
ters,  that  my sit u a tion  has ac tu al ly 
 turned  out  to ad vance  the gos pel: 13  The 
 whole im pe ri al  guard  and ev ery one  else 
 knows  that  I  am  in pris on  for  the  sake  of 
 Christ, 14  and  most  of  the broth ers  and 
sis ters, hav ing con fi dence  in  the  Lord 
be cause  of  my im pris on ment,  now  more 
 than  ever  dare  to  speak  the  word fear­
less ly.

15  Some,  to  be  sure,  are preach ing 
 Christ  from  envy  and ri val ry,  but oth­
ers  from good will. 16  The lat ter  do  so  from 

 love be cause  they  know  that  I  am  placed 
 here  for  the de fense  of  the gos pel. 17  The 
for mer pro claim  Christ  from selfi sh am­
bi tion,  not sin cere ly, be cause  they  think 
 they  can  cause trou ble  for  me  in  my im­
pris on ment. 18  What  is  the re sult?  Only 
 that  in ev ery  way, wheth er  in pre tense 
 or  in  truth,  Christ  is be ing pro claimed, 
 and  in  this  I re joice.

 Yes,  and  I  will con tin ue  to re joice, 19  for 
 I  know  that  this  will  turn  out  for  my de­
liv er ance  through  your  prayers  and  the 
 help  of  the Spir it  of  Jesus  Christ. 20  My 
con fi dent  hope  is  that  I  will  in  no  way  be 
 ashamed  but  that  with com plete bold­
ness,  even  now  as al ways,  Christ  will  be 
ex alt ed  in  my  body, wheth er  I  live  or  die. 
21  For  to  me, liv ing  is  Christ  and dy ing 
 is  gain. 22  Now  if  I  am  to  go  on liv ing  in 
 the  body,  this  will  mean productive  work 
 for  me,  yet  I  don’t  know  which  I pre fer: 
23  I  feel  torn be tween  the  two, be cause 
 I  have  a de sire  to de part  and  be  with 
 Christ,  which  is bet ter  by  far, 24  but  it  is 
 more vital  for  your  sake  that  I re main  in 
 the  body. 25  And  since  I  am  sure  of  this, 
 I  know  that  I  will re main  and con tin ue 
 with  all  of  you  for  the  sake  of  your prog­
ress  and  joy  in  the  faith, 26  so  that  what 
 you  can  be  proud  of  may in crease be­
cause  of  me  in  Christ  Jesus,  when  I  come 
 back  to  you.

27  Only con duct your selves  in  a man­
ner wor thy  of  the gos pel  of  Christ  so 
 that—wheth er  I  come  and  see  you  or 
wheth er  I re main ab sent— I  should  hear 
 that  you  are stand ing  firm  in  one spir­
it,  with  one  mind,  by con tend ing  side 
 by  side  for  the  faith  of  the gos pel, 28  and 
 by  not be ing intimidated  in  any  way  by 
 your op po nents.  This  is  a  sign  of  their de­
struc tion,  but  of  your sal va tion— a  sign 
 which  is  from  God. 29  For  it  has  been 
grant ed  to  you  not  only  to be lieve  in 
 Christ  but  also  to suf er  for  him, 30  since 
 you  are encountering  the  same con flict 
 that  you  saw  me  face  and  now  hear  that 
 I  am fac ing.

50_Phil_NET_Thinline_Art_Edition.indd   1170 3/1/21   11:58 AM
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1 John
The Prologue to the Letter

1  This  is  what  we pro claim  to  you:  what  was  from  the be gin ning, a  what 
 we  have  heard,  what  we  have  seen  with  our  eyes, b  what  we  have  looked 

 at  and  our  hands  have  touched c (con cern ing  the  word  of  life— 2  and  the 
 life  was re vealed, d  and  we  have  seen  and tes ti fy  and an nounce  to  you 
 the eter nal  life  that  was  with  the Fa ther  and  was re vealed  to  us). 3  What 
 we  have  seen  and  heard  we an nounce  to  you  too,  so  that  you  may  have 
fel low ship  with  us ( and in deed  our fel low ship  is  with  the Fa ther  and 
 with  his  Son  Jesus  Christ e). 4  Thus  we  are writ ing  these  things f  so  that 
 our  joy  may  be com plete. g

God Is Light, So We Must Walk in the Light

5  Now  this  is  the gos pel mes sage  we  have  heard h  from  him  and an nounce 
 to  you:  God  is  light,  and  in  him  there  is  no dark ness  at  all. 6  If  we  say  we 
 have fel low ship  with  him  and  yet  keep  on walk ing  in  the dark ness, i  we 
 are ly ing  and  not practicing  the  truth. j 7  But  if  we  walk  in  the  light  as 
 he him self  is  in  the  light,  we  have fel low ship  with  one an oth er  and  the 
 blood  of  Jesus  his  Son cleans es  us  from  all  sin. k 8  If  we  say  we  do  not  bear 
 the  guilt  of  sin, l  we  are de ceiv ing our selves  and  the  truth  is  not  in  us. m 
9  But  if  we con fess  our  sins, n  he  is faith ful  and righ teous, for giv ing  us 
 our  sins  and cleans ing  us  from  all un righ teous ness. 10  If  we  say  we  have  

2 not  sinned,  we  make  him  a  liar o  and  his  word  is  not  in  us. p 1 ( My lit tle 
chil dren, q  I  am writ ing  these  things  to  you  so  that  you  may  not  sin.) 

 But  if any one  does  sin,  we  have  an ad vo cate r  with  the Fa ther,  Jesus  Christ 
 the Righ teous  One, 2  and  he him self  is  the atoning sac ri fice  for  our  sins, s 
 and  not  only  for  our  sins  but  also  for  the  whole  world.

Keeping God’s Commandments

3  Now  by  this  we  know  that  we  have  come  to  know  God:  if  we  keep  his 
com mand ments. t 4  The  one  who  says “ I  have  come  to  know  God”  and  yet 
 does  not  keep  his com mand ments  is  a  liar,  and  the  truth  is  not  in  such 
 a per son. u 5  But who ev er  obeys  his  word, v tru ly  in  this per son w  the  love 
 of  God  has  been perfected.  By  this  we  know  that  we  are  in  him. 6  The  one 
 who  says  he re sides  in  God  ought him self  to  walk x  just  as  Jesus  walked.

7  Dear  friends,  I  am  not writ ing  a  new com mand ment  to  you,  but  an  old 
com mand ment  which  you  have  had  from  the be gin ning. a,y  The  old com­
mand ment  is  the  word  that  you  have al ready  heard. 8  On  the oth er  hand,  I 
 am writ ing  a  new com mand ment z  to  you  which  is  true  in  him  and  in  you, 
be cause  the dark ness  is pass ing  away aa  and  the  true  light ab  is al ready shin­
ing. ac 9  The  one  who  says  he  is  in  the  light  but  still  hates  his fel low Chris tian 
 is  still  in  the dark ness. 10  The  one  who  loves  his fel low Chris tian re sides  in 
 the  light, ad  and  there  is  no  cause  for stum bling  in  him. 11  But  the  one  who 
 hates  his ae fel low Chris tian  is  in  the dark ness,  walks  in  the dark ness,  and 
 does  not  know  where  he  is go ing, be cause  the dark ness  has blind ed  his  eyes.

Words of Reassurance

12  I  am writ ing  to  you, lit tle chil dren,  that  your  sins  have  been for giv en 
be cause  of  his  name. 13  I  am writ ing  to  you, fa thers,  that  you  have  known 

a 1:1 John 1:2
b John 1:14; 2 Pet 1:16
c John 20:27
d 1:2 John 1:1-4;  
1 Tim 3:16

e 1:3 1 Cor 1:9
f 1:4 1 John 2:1
g John 3:29
h 1:5 1 John 3:11
i 1:6 2 Cor 6:14
j John 3:19-21
k 1:7 Heb 9:14; Rev 1:5
l 1:8 Prov 20:9; Jas 3:2
m 1 John 2:4
n 1:9 Ps 32:5; 51:2
o 1:10 1 John 5:10
p 1 John 2:14
q 2:1 ver 12,13,28
r Rom 8:34; Heb 7:25
s 2:2 Rom 3:25
t 2:3 John 14:15
u 2:4 1 John 1:6,8
v 2:5 John 14:21,23
w 1 John 4:12
x 2:6 Matt 11:29;  
1 Pet 2:21

y 2:7 1 John 3:11,23;  
2 John 5,6

z 2:8 John 13:34
aa Rom 13:12
ab John 1:9
ac Eph 5:8; 1 Thess 5:5
ad 2:10 1 John 3:14
ae 2:11 John 12:35a See John 13:34–35.
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 him  who  has  been  from  the be gin ning.  I  am writ ing  to  you,  young peo ple, 
 that  you  have con quered  the  evil  one. a 14  I  have writ ten  to  you, chil dren, 
 that  you  have  known  the Fa ther.  I  have writ ten  to  you, fa thers,  that  you 
 have  known  him  who  has  been  from  the be gin ning.  I  have writ ten  to 
 you,  young peo ple,  that  you  are  strong, b  and  the  word  of  God re sides  in 
 you, c  and  you  have con quered  the  evil  one. d

15  Do  not  love  the  world e  or  the  things  in  the  world.  If any one  loves 
 the  world,  the  love  of  the Fa ther  is  not  in  him, f 16 be cause  all  that  is  in 
 the  world ( the de sire  of  the  flesh g  and  the de sire  of  the  eyes h  and  the 
ar ro gance pro duced  by ma teri al pos ses sions)  is  not  from  the Fa ther,  but 
 is  from  the  world. 17  And  the  world  is pass ing  away i  with  all  its de sires, 
 but  the per son  who  does  the  will  of  God re mains for ev er.

Warning about False Teachers

18 Chil dren,  it  is  the  last  hour,  and  just  as  you  heard  that  the an ti christ 
 is com ing, j  so  now  many an ti christs  have ap peared. k  We  know  from  this 
 that  it  is  the  last  hour. 19  They  went  out  from  us, l  but  they  did  not real ly 
be long  to  us, m be cause  if  they  had be longed  to  us,  they  would  have re­
mained  with  us.  But  they  went  out  from  us  to dem on strate  that  all  of 
 them  do  not be long  to  us.

20 Nev er the less  you  have  an anoint ing n  from  the  Holy  One, o  and  you 
 all  know. 21  I  have  not writ ten  to  you  that  you  do  not  know  the  truth, 
 but  that  you  do  know  it, p  and  that  no  lie  is  of  the  truth. 22  Who  is  the 
 liar  but  the per son  who de nies  that  Jesus  is  the  Christ ?  This  one  is  the 
an ti christ:  the per son  who de nies  the Fa ther  and  the  Son. q 23 Ev ery one 
 who de nies  the  Son  does  not  have  the Fa ther ei ther.  The per son  who 
con fess es  the  Son  has  the Fa ther  also. r

24  As  for  you,  what  you  have  heard  from  the be gin ning  must re main 
 in  you.  If  what  you  heard  from  the be gin ning re mains  in  you,  you  also 
 will re main  in  the  Son  and  in  the Fa ther. s 25  Now  this  is  the prom ise  that 
 he him self  made  to  us: eter nal  life. 26  These  things  I  have writ ten  to  you 
 about  those  who  are try ing  to de ceive t  you.

27  Now  as  for  you,  the anoint ing u  that  you re ceived  from  him re sides 
 in  you,  and  you  have  no  need  for any one  to  teach  you.  But  as  his anoint­
ing teach es  you  about  all  things,  it  is  true  and  is  not  a  lie.  Just  as  it  has 
 taught  you,  you re side  in  him.

Children of God

28  And  now, lit tle chil dren, v re main  in  him,  so  that  when  he ap pears w  we 
 may  have con fi dence x  and  not  shrink  away  from  him  in  shame  when  he 
 comes  back. y 29  If  you  know  that  he  is righ teous, z  you  also  know  that ev­
ery one  who prac tic es righ teous ness  has  been fa thered  by  him.

3 ( See  what  sort  of  love aa  the Fa ther  has giv en  to  us:  that  we  should  be 
 called  God’s ab chil dren— and in deed  we  are!  For  this rea son  the  world 

 does  not  know  us: be cause  it  did  not  know  him. ac 2  Dear  friends,  we  are 
 God’s chil dren  now,  and  what  we  will  be  has  not  yet  been re vealed.  We 
 know  that when ev er  it  is re vealed  we  will  be  like  him, ad be cause  we  will 
 see  him  just  as  he  is. ae 3  And ev ery one  who  has  this  hope focused  on  him 
pu ri fies him self, af  just  as  Jesus  is  pure).

4 Ev ery one  who prac tic es  sin  also prac tic es law less ness; ag in deed,  sin 
 is law less ness. 5  And  you  know  that  Jesus  was re vealed  to  take  away  sins, 
 and  in  him  there  is  no  sin. ah 6 Ev ery one  who re sides  in  him  does  not  sin; ai 
ev ery one  who  sins  has nei ther  seen  him aj  nor  known  him. ak 7 Lit tle chil­
dren, al  let am  no  one de ceive  you:  The  one  who prac tic es righ teous ness  is 
righ teous, an  just  as  Jesus  is righ teous. 8  The  one  who prac tic es  sin  is  of  the 
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dev il, a be cause  the dev il  has  been sin ning  from  the be gin ning.  For  this 
pur pose  the  Son  of  God  was re vealed:  to de stroy  the  works  of  the dev il. 
9 Ev ery one  who  has  been fa thered  by  God b  does  not prac tice  sin, c be cause 
 God’s  seed d re sides  in  him,  and  thus  he  is  not  able  to  sin, be cause  he  has 
 been fa thered  by  God. 10  By  this  the chil dren  of  God  and  the chil dren  of 
 the dev il  are re vealed: Ev ery one  who  does  not prac tice righ teous ness— 
the  one  who  does  not  love e  his fel low Chris tian— is  not  of  God.

God Is Love, So We Must Love One Another

11  For  this  is  the gos pel mes sage  that  you  have  heard f  from  the be gin ning: 
 that  we  should  love  one an oth er, g 12  not  like  Cain  who  was  of  the  evil 
 one  and bru tal ly mur dered  his broth er. h  And  why  did  he mur der  him? 
Be cause  his  deeds  were  evil,  but  his broth er’s  were righ teous.

13 There fore  do  not  be sur prised, broth ers  and sis ters,  if  the  world 
 hates  you. i 14  We  know  that  we  have  crossed  over  from  death  to  life j be­
cause  we  love  our fel low Chris tians.  The  one  who  does  not  love re mains 
 in  death. k 15 Ev ery one  who  hates  his fel low Chris tian  is  a mur der er, l  and 
 you  know  that  no mur der er  has eter nal  life residing  in  him. m 16  We  have 
 come  to  know  love  by  this:  that  Jesus  laid  down  his  life  for  us;  thus  we 
 ought  to  lay  down  our  lives  for  our fel low Chris tians. n 17  But who ev er 
 has  the  world’s pos ses sions  and  sees  his o fel low Chris tian  in  need  and 
 shuts  off  his com pas sion  against  him,  how  can  the  love  of  God re side 
 in  such  a per son? p

18 Lit tle chil dren, q  let  us  not  love  with  word  or  with  tongue  but  in 
 deed  and  truth. r 19  And  by  this  we  will  know  that  we  are  of  the  truth  and 
 will con vince  our con science  in  his pres ence, 20  that  if  our con science 
con demns  us,  that  God  is great er  than  our con science  and  knows  all 
 things. 21  Dear  friends,  if  our con science  does  not con demn  us,  we  have 
con fi dence  in  the pres ence  of  God, s 22  and what ev er  we  ask t  we re ceive 
 from  him, u be cause  we  keep  his com mand ments  and  do  the  things  that 
 are pleas ing  to  him. 23  Now  this  is  his com mand ment:  that  we be lieve v  in 
 the  name  of  his  Son  Jesus  Christ  and  love  one an oth er,  just  as  he  gave  us w 
 the com mand ment. 24  And  the per son  who  keeps  his com mand ments 
re sides  in  God,  and  God  in  him. x  Now  by  this  we  know  that  God re sides 
 in  us: y  by  the Spir it  he  has giv en  us.

Testing the Spirits

4  Dear  friends,  do  not be lieve ev ery spir it,  but  test  the spir its  to de­
ter mine  if  they  are  from  God, be cause  many  false proph ets  have 

 gone  out  into  the  world. z 2  By  this  you  know  the Spir it  of  God: Ev ery 
spir it  that con fess es  Jesus  as  the  Christ  who  has  come  in  the  flesh aa  is 
 from  God, ab 3  but ev ery spir it  that re fus es  to con fess  Jesus,  that spir it  is 
 not  from  God,  and  this  is  the spir it  of  the an ti christ, ac  which  you  have 
 heard  is com ing,  and  now  is al ready  in  the  world.

4  You  are  from  God, lit tle chil dren,  and  have con quered  them, be cause 
 the  one  who  is  in  you ad  is great er  than  the  one  who  is  in  the  world. ae 5  They 
 are  from  the  world; af there fore  they  speak  from  the  world’s perspective 
 and  the  world lis tens  to  them. 6  We  are  from  God;  the per son  who  knows 
 God lis tens  to  us, ag  but who ev er  is  not  from  God  does  not lis ten  to  us.  By 
 this  we  know  the Spir it  of  truth ah  and  the spir it  of de ceit.

God Is Love

7  Dear  friends,  let  us  love  one an oth er, ai be cause  love  is  from  God, aj  and 
ev ery one  who  loves  has  been fa thered  by  God  and  knows  God. 8  The 
per son  who  does  not  love  does  not  know  God, be cause  God  is  love. ak 
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9  By  this  the  love  of  God  is re vealed  in  us:  that  God  has  sent  his  one  and 
 only  Son  into  the  world  so  that  we  may  live  through  him. a 10  In  this  is 
 love:  not  that  we  have  loved  God,  but  that  he  loved  us b  and  sent  his  Son 
 to  be  the atoning sac ri fice  for  our  sins. c

11  Dear  friends,  if  God  so  loved  us, d  then  we  also  ought  to  love  one an­
oth er. 12  No  one  has  seen  God e  at  any  time.  If  we  love  one an oth er,  God 
re sides  in  us, f  and  his  love  is perfected  in  us. 13  By  this  we  know  that  we 
re side  in  God  and  he  in  us:  in  that  he  has giv en  us  of  his Spir it. g 14  And 
 we  have  seen  and tes ti fy h  that  the Fa ther  has  sent  the  Son  to  be  the 
Sav ior  of  the  world. i

15  If any one con fess es  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God, j  God re sides  in  him 
 and  he  in  God. 16  And  we  have  come  to  know  and  to be lieve  the  love k  that 
 God  has  in  us.  God  is  love,  and  the  one  who re sides  in  love re sides  in  God, 
 and  God re sides  in  him. l 17  By  this  love  is perfected m  with  us,  so  that  we 
 may  have con fi dence  in  the  day  of judg ment, be cause  just  as  Jesus  is, 
 so  also  are  we  in  this  world. 18  There  is  no  fear n  in  love,  but per fect  love 
 drives  out  fear, be cause  fear  has  to  do  with pun ish ment.  The  one  who 
 fears pun ish ment  has  not  been perfected  in  love. 19  We  love be cause  he 
 loved  us o  first.

20  If any one  says “ I  love  God”  and  yet  hates  his fel low Chris tian, p  he 
 is  a  liar, q be cause  the  one  who  does  not  love  his fel low Chris tian  whom 
 he  has  seen r can not  love  God  whom  he  has  not  seen. s 21  And  the com­
mand ment  we  have  from  him  is  this:  that  the  one  who  loves  God  should  

5 love  his fel low Chris tian t  too. 1 Ev ery one  who be lieves  that  Jesus  is 
 the  Christ u  has  been fa thered  by  God, v  and w ev ery one  who  loves  the 

fa ther  loves  the  child fa thered  by  him. 2  By  this  we  know  that  we  love  the 
chil dren  of  God: when ev er  we  love  God  and  obey  his com mand ments. 
3  For  this  is  the  love  of  God:  that  we  keep  his com mand ments. x  And  his 
com mand ments  do  not  weigh y  us  down, 4 be cause ev ery one  who  has 
 been fa thered  by  God con quers z  the  world.

Testimony about the Son

 This  is  the conquering pow er  that  has con quered  the  world:  our  faith. 
5  Now  who  is  the per son  who  has con quered  the  world ex cept  the  one 
 who be lieves  that  Jesus  is  the  Son  of  God? 6  Jesus  Christ  is  the  one  who 
 came  by wa ter  and  blood aa— not  by  the wa ter  only,  but  by  the wa ter  and 
 the  blood.  And  the Spir it  is  the  one  who tes ti fies, be cause  the Spir it  is 
 the  truth. ab 7  For  there  are  three ac  that tes ti fy, a 8  the Spir it  and  the wa ter 
 and  the  blood,  and  these  three  are  in agree ment.

9  If  we ac cept  the tes ti mo ny ad  of  men,  the tes ti mo ny  of  God ae  is 
great er, be cause  this  is  the tes ti mo ny  of  God  that  he  has tes ti fied con­
cern ing  his  Son. 10 ( The  one  who be lieves  in  the  Son  of  God  has  the 
tes ti mo ny af  in him self;  the  one  who  does  not be lieve  God  has  made 
 him  a  liar, ag be cause  he  has  not be lieved  in  the tes ti mo ny  that  God 
 has tes ti fied con cern ing  his  Son.) 11  And  this  is  the tes ti mo ny:  God  has 
giv en  us eter nal  life,  and  this  life  is  in  his  Son. ah 12  The  one  who  has  the 
 Son  has  this eter nal  life; ai  the  one  who  does  not  have  the  Son  of  God 
 does  not  have  this eter nal  life.

Assurance of Eternal Life

13  I  have writ ten  these  things  to  you  who be lieve  in  the  name  of  the  Son 
 of  God aj  so  that  you  may  know  that  you  have eter nal  life. ak
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14  And  this  is  the con fi dence a  that  we  have be fore  him:  that when ev er 
 we  ask any thing ac cord ing  to  his  will,  he  hears  us. b 15  And  if  we  know c  that 
 he  hears  us  in re gard  to what ev er  we  ask,  then  we  know  that  we  have  the 
re quests  that  we  have  asked  from  him. 16  If any one  sees  his fel low Chris­
tian com mit ting  a  sin  not resulting  in  death,  he  should  ask,  and  God  will 
 grant  life d  to  the per son  who com mits  a  sin  not resulting  in  death. e  There 
 is  a  sin resulting  in  death.  I  do  not  say  that  he  should  ask  about  that. f 
17  All un righ teous ness  is  sin, g  but  there  is  sin  not resulting  in  death. h

18  We  know  that ev ery one fa thered  by  God  does  not  sin,  but  God pro­
tects  the  one i  he  has fa thered,  and  the  evil  one can not  touch  him. 19  We 
 know  that  we  are  from  God, j  and  the  whole  world  lies  in  the pow er  of  the 
 evil  one. k 20  And  we  know  that  the  Son  of  God  has  come  and  has giv en 
 us in sight l  to  know  him  who  is  true, m  and  we  are  in  him  who  is  true,  in 
 his  Son  Jesus  Christ.  This  one  is  the  true  God  and eter nal  life. n 21 Lit tle 
chil dren,  guard your selves  from  idols. o
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