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Introducing the
New English
Translation

What sets one translation apart from another?

For many readers, the difference between translations depends on where
theyland on a spectrum between two seemingly competing ideals: accuracy
and readability. Some prefer a translation that closely follows the precise
wording of the original languages. The more precisely word-for-word the
translation is, the better, even if it's harder to read. Others see the best
translation as the one that can be most easily understood. The easier to read,
the better, even if it doesn’t follow the original languages as closely as others.

The truth is all translations strive to balance both accuracy and readability;
to be both faithful to the original languages and clear for modern readers.
Different translations might lean in one direction or the other, but they all
share the same goal.

Whatif there wasanother way to set one translation apartfromanother—one
that wasn’t focused solely on choosing between accuracy and readability?
What if you were invited to look over a translator’s shoulder and see how
they got from the biblical manuscripts to the English text you read? To
not only see what they believe is the best way to interpret the text, but to
know why they believe it, and what the other alternatives are. That kind of
transparency—that sort of accountability—is hard to imagine.

But that kind of accountability is what you find in the New English
Translation (NET)—and what sets it apart from the rest.

Learn more at NetBible.com .



Faithful. Clear. Accountable.

Bible translation usually happens behind closed doors. Few outside the
translation committee see the complex decisions that inform the words we
read. The NET’s translation committee took a different approach. Instead of
doing their work in private, they made every working draft publicly available
online and invited the world to take part in the vetting process.

Bible scholars, ministers, and laypersons from around the world—the people
who would be reading, studying, and teaching from the NET’s pages—logged
millions of review sessions. They offered suggestions, raised concerns, and
asked questions to aid the translators in their work.

But this approach did not stem from a desire to create a “translation by
concensus.” Instead, it came from a desire for the global church to hold the
translators accountable. The team filtered every piece of feedback through
the very best insights from biblical linguistics, textual criticism, and an
unwavering commitment to follow the text wherever it leads.

This uniquely transparent process resulted in not only a faithful and
clear translation, but an accountable one, with the most extensive
set of Bible translators’ notes ever created. More than 60,000 notes
highlight every major translation decision, interpretive challenge, and
textual variant, offering you greater insights and understanding. Best
of all, the entire set of translators’ notes are freely available online at
NetBible.com, as well as in print in the NET Bible, Full Notes Edition.

In addition to the notes, NETBible.com features several articles providing
further commentary on select passages of Scripture, and the complete
Hebrew and Greek text of the entire Bible to read in parallel. All of these
features serve the same goal: to help you appreciate not only the NET, but
every Bible translation.

“This Bible is a triumph: a straightforward and
accurate translation that is also elegant.”

PHILIP R. DAVIES (1945-2018)
PROFESSOR EMERITUS, DEPARTMENT OF BIBLICAL STUDIES, THE UNIVERSITY OF SHEFFIELD
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Experience NET Comfort Print®

Every NET Bible is presented in Thomas Nelson’s exclusive NET Typeface,
created especially for the New English Translation by 2K/DENMARK A/S.
Recognizing that the NET representsa true renaissance in Bible translation,
the designers looked to the Renaissance time period for inspiration.
While the letterforms reflect the aesthetic and stylistic developments
characteristic of Renaissance typography, the overall typeface proportions
benefit from the very best in modern typographic technology. The result is
a typeface that embodies the NET’s clarity and elegance, and immediately
communicates this translation’s blend of scholarly excellence, beauty, and
faithfulness to the sources.

EXCLUSIVE EASY TO READ Comfort Print’

Salutation love because they know tha
From Paul and Timothy, slaves of here for the defense of the
Christ Jesus, toall the saintsin Christ former proclaim Christ fror

Jesus who are in Philippi, with the over- bition, not sincerely, becaus

seers and deacons. 2Grace and peace to they can cause trouble for 1

you from God our Father and the Lord prisonment.8What is the

Take Up and Read

With its balanced, easy-to-understand English text and a transparent
translation process that invites you to see for yourself the richness of
the biblical languages, the NET is a translation you can embrace as your
own. Clear, readable, elegant, and accurate, the NET presents Scripture
as meaningfully and powerfully today as when these words were first
communicated to the people of God.

Our prayer is that the NET will be a fresh and exciting invitation to you—
and Bible readers everywhere—to “let the word of Christ dwell in you richly”
(Colossians 3:16).

Learn more at NetBible.com .
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Get 52 Weeks of
the NET'’s Unparalleled Notes
Sent to Your Inbox

Each email presents a concise overview of a different biblical
passage from the translator’s perspective, providing valuable
insights. This series serves as an excellent introduction
to the extensive collection of over 60,000 notes available
with the NET experience. Join us as we journey through
Scripture, gaining a unique perspective on why multiple
English translations exist.
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1 JOHN

The Prologue to the Letter

This is what we proclaim to you: what was from the beginning,? what

we have heard, what we have seen with our eyes,b what we have looked
at and our hands have touched® (concerning the word of life— 2and the
life was revealed, and we have seen and testify and announce to you
the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us).3What
we have seen and heard we announce to you too, so that you may have
fellowship with us (and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and
with his Son Jesus Christ®). 4Thus we are writing these things’ so that
our joy may be complete.?

God Is Light, So We Must Walk in the Light

5Now this is the gospel message we have heard” from him and announce
to you: God is light, and in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say we
have fellowship with him and yet keep on walking in the darkness,’ we
are lying and not practicing the truth/ 7But if we walk in the light as
he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.k 8 If we say we do not bear
the guilt of sin,' we are deceiving ourselves and the truth is not in us.”
9But if we confess our sins,” he is faithful and righteous, forgiving us
our sins and cleansing us from all unrighteousness. 19If we say we have
2 not sinned, we make him a liar® and hisword is not in us.”1(My little

children,1am writing these things to you so that you may not sin.)
But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate”with the Father, Jesus Christ
the Righteous One,2and he himself is the atoning sacrifice for our sins,*
and not only for our sins but also for the whole world.

Keeping God’s Commandments

3Now by this we know that we have come to know God: if we keep his
commandments.’4The one who says “I have come to know God” and yet
does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in such
a person.! 5But whoever obeys his word," truly in this person* the love
of God has been perfected. By this we know that we are in him.éThe one
who says he resides in God ought himself to walk* just as Jesus walked.

7Dear friends, I am not writing a new commandment to you, butan old
commandment which you have had from the beginning.*” The old com-
mandment is the word that you have already heard.8On the other hand,
am writing a new commandment? to you which is true in him and in you,
because the darkness is passing away“®and the true light*® isalready shin-
ing.?9The one who says he isin the light but still hates his fellow Christian
isstill in the darkness.©The one who loves his fellow Christian resides in
the light,® and there is no cause for stumbling in him. "But the one who
hates his% fellow Christian is in the darkness, walks in the darkness, and
does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.

Words of Reassurance

12] am writing to you, little children, that your sins have been forgiven
because of his name. 3] am writing to you, fathers, that you have known
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him who has been from the beginning. I am writing to you, young people,
that you have conquered the evil one.? 4] have written to you, children,
that you have known the Father. I have written to you, fathers, that you
have known him who has been from the beginning. I have written to
you, young people, that you are strong,? and the word of God resides in
you,° and you have conquered the evil one.?

15Do not love the world® or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him,’ 6because all that is in
the world (the desire of the flesh9 and the desire of the eyes” and the
arrogance produced by material possessions) is not from the Father, but
is from the world. 7 And the world is passing away’ with all its desires,
but the person who does the will of God remains forever.

Warning about False Teachers

18Children, it is the last hour, and just as you heard that the antichrist
is coming,’ so now many antichrists have appeared. We know from this
that it is the last hour. 9 They went out from us,' but they did not really
belong to us,™ because if they had belonged to us, they would have re-
mained with us. But they went out from us to demonstrate that all of
them do not belong to us.

20Nevertheless you have an anointing” from the Holy One,° and you
all know. 21T have not written to you that you do not know the truth,
but that you do know it,” and that no lie is of the truth. 22Who is the
liar but the person who denies that Jesus is the Christ ? This one is the
antichrist: the person who denies the Father and the Son.9 22Everyone
who denies the Son does not have the Father either. The person who
confesses the Son has the Father also.”

24 As for you, what you have heard from the beginning must remain
in you. If what you heard from the beginning remains in you, you also
will remain in the Son and in the Father.® 2Now this is the promise that
he himself made to us: eternal life. 26 These things I have written to you
about those who are trying to deceive®you.

27Now as for you, the anointing" that you received from him resides
inyou, and you have no need for anyone to teach you. But as his anoint-
ing teaches you about all things, it is true and is not a lie. Just as it has
taught you, you reside in him.

Children of God

28 And now, little children,' remain in him, so that when he appears* we
may have confidence*and not shrink away from him in shame when he
comes back.” 291f you know that he is righteous,? you also know that ev-
eryone who practices righteousness has been fathered by him.
(See what sort of love? the Father has given to us: that we should be
called God’s® children—and indeed we are! For this reason the world
does not know us: because it did not know him.% 2Dear friends, we are
God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet been revealed. We
know that whenever it is revealed we will be like him, because we will
see him justasheis.”*3And everyone who has this hope focused on him
purifies himself, % just as Jesus is pure).
4Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness;% indeed, sin
islawlessness.5And you know that Jesus was revealed to take away sins,
and in him there is no sin.?" 6 Everyone who resides in him does not sin;%
everyone who sins has neither seen him% nor known him.%7Little chil-
dren,let® no one deceive you: The one who practices righteousness is
righteous,?” justas Jesusis righteous.8The one who practices sin is of the



devil,? because the devil has been sinning from the beginning. For this
purpose the Son of God was revealed: to destroy the works of the devil.
9Everyone who has been fathered by God? does not practice sin, because
God's seed?resides in him, and thus he is not able to sin, because he has
been fathered by God. 1By this the children of God and the children of
the devil are revealed: Everyone who does not practice righteousness—
the one who does not love® his fellow Christian—is not of God.

God Is Love, So We Must Love One Another

For this is the gospel message that you have heard/from the beginning:
that we should love one another,? 2not like Cain who was of the evil
one and brutally murdered his brother.” And why did he murder him?
Because his deeds were evil, but his brother’s were righteous.

13Therefore do not be surprised, brothers and sisters, if the world
hates you.' 14 We know that we have crossed over from death to life/ be-
cause we love our fellow Christians. The one who does not love remains
in death.X15Everyone who hates his fellow Christian is a murderer,'and
you know that no murderer has eternal life residing in him.™ 16 We have
come to know love by this: that Jesus laid down his life for us; thus we
ought to lay down our lives for our fellow Christians.” 7 But whoever
has the world’s possessions and sees his® fellow Christian in need and
shuts off his compassion against him, how can the love of God reside
in such a person??

18Little children,9 let us not love with word or with tongue but in
deed and truth.”9 And by this we will know that we are of the truth and
will convince our conscience in his presence, 20that if our conscience
condemns us, that God is greater than our conscience and knows all
things. 21Dear friends, if our conscience does not condemn us, we have
confidence in the presence of God,* 22and whatever we ask‘ we receive
from him," because we keep his commandments and do the things that
are pleasing to him.23Now this is his commandment: that we believe" in
the name of his Son Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he gave us"”
the commandment. 24 And the person who keeps his commandments
resides in God, and God in him.* Now by this we know that God resides
in us:” by the Spirit he has given us.

Testing the Spirits

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to de-

termine if they are from God, because many false prophets have
gone out into the world.? 2By this you know the Spirit of God: Every
spirit that confesses Jesus as the Christ who has come in the flesh® is
from God, 3but every spirit that refuses to confess Jesus, that spirit is
not from God, and this is the spirit of the antichrist,? which you have
heard is coming, and now is already in the world.

4You are from God, little children,and have conquered them, because

the one whoisin you®is greater than the one who is in the world.?5They
are from the world; ¥ therefore they speak from the world’s perspective
and the world listens to them. 6We are from God; the person who knows
God listens to us,% but whoever is not from God does not listen to us. By
this we know the Spirit of truth® and the spirit of deceit.

God Is Love

7Dear friends, let us love one another,® because love is from God,% and
everyone who loves has been fathered by God and knows God. 8The
person who does not love does not know God, because God is love.%
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9By this the love of God is revealed in us: that God has sent his one and
only Son into the world so that we may live through him.? 10In this is
love: not that we have loved God, but that he loved us? and sent his Son
to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.¢

"Dear friends, if God so loved us,? then we also ought to love one an-
other.2No one has seen God® at any time. If we love one another, God
resides in us,f and his love is perfected in us. 13 By this we know that we
reside in God and he in us: in that he has given us of his Spirit.9 ¥ And
we have seen and testify” that the Father has sent the Son to be the
Savior of the world.’

15If anyone confesses that Jesus is the Son of God,) God resides in him
and he in God. 6 And we have come to know and to believe the love* that
God hasinus.God islove,and the one who resides in love resides in God,
and God resides in him.! 7By this love is perfected™ with us, so that we
may have confidence in the day of judgment, because just as Jesus is,
so also are we in this world. 18 There is no fear” in love, but perfect love
drives out fear, because fear has to do with punishment. The one who
fears punishment has not been perfected in love. We love because he
loved us® first.

201f anyone says “I love God” and yet hates his fellow Christian,” he
is a liar,9 because the one who does not love his fellow Christian whom
he has seen” cannot love God whom he has not seen.® 21And the com-
mandment we have from him is this: that the one who loves God should

love his fellow Christian® too. 1TEveryone who believes that Jesus is
the Christ“hasbeen fathered by God,"and " everyone who loves the

father loves the child fathered by him. 2By this we know that we love the
children of God: whenever we love God and obey his commandments.
3For this is the love of God: that we keep his commandments.* And his
commandments do not weigh” us down, 4because everyone who has
been fathered by God conquers? the world.

Testimony about the Son

This is the conquering power that has conquered the world: our faith.
5Now who is the person who has conquered the world except the one
who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? éJesus Christ is the one who
came by water and blood“*—not by the water only, but by the water and
the blood. And the Spirit is the one who testifies, because the Spirit is
the truth.??7For there are three® that testify,*8the Spirit and the water
and the blood, and these three are in agreement.

9If we accept the testimony? of men, the testimony of God % is
greater, because this is the testimony of God that he has testified con-
cerning his Son. 1°(The one who believes in the Son of God has the
testimony? in himself; the one who does not believe God has made
him a liar,% because he has not believed in the testimony that God
has testified concerning his Son.) "And this is the testimony: God has
given us eternal life, and this life is in his Son.?" 12The one who has the
Son has this eternal life;% the one who does not have the Son of God
does not have this eternal life.

Assurance of Eternal Life

13] have written these things to you who believe in the name of the Son
of God¥ so that you may know that you have eternal life.%

AlLater Latin manuscripts add the words in heaven, the Father, the Word, and the Holy Spirit,
and these three are one. 5:8 And there are three that testify on earth.



14 And this is the confidence? that we have before him: that whenever
we ask anything according to hiswill, he hears us.’ 15 And if we know¢ that
he hears usin regard to whatever we ask, then we know that we have the
requests that we have asked from him. 16 If anyone sees his fellow Chris-
tian committing a sin not resulting in death, he should ask,and God will
grant life“ to the person who commits a sin not resulting in death.® There
is a sin resulting in death. I do not say that he should ask about that.
17 All unrighteousness is sin,9 but there is sin not resulting in death.”

18We know that everyone fathered by God does not sin, but God pro-
tects the one' he has fathered, and the evil one cannot touch him.1?We
know that we are from God,/ and the whole world lies in the power of the
evil one.X20 And we know that the Son of God has come and has given
us insight! to know him who is true,” and we are in him who is true, in
his Son Jesus Christ. This one is the true God and eternal life.” 21Little
children, guard yourselves from idols.°
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